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State of North Carolina 
History of State Health Directors, 1877-Present 

   
State Health Director Years Served 
Thomas F. Wood, MD  1877-1892 
Richard H. Lewis, MD  1892-1909 
W.S. Rankin, MD  1909-1925 
Chas O’H. Laughinghouse, MD  1926-1930 
James M. Parrott, MD  1931-1934 
Carl V. Reynolds, MD  1934-1948 
John William Roy (J.W.R.) Norton, MD, MPH  1948-1965 
Jacob Koomen, MD, MPH  1966-1978 
Hugh H. Tilson, MD  1979-1981 
Ronald H. Levine, MD, MPH  1981-1997 
A. Dennis McBride, MD, MPH  1998-2001 
Leah M. Devlin, DDS, MPH  2001-2009 
Jeffrey P. Engel, MD  2009-2012 
Laura Gerald, MD, MPH  2012-2013 
Robin Gary Cummings, MD, Interim State Health Director  2013-2015 
Megan Davies, MD, Interim State Health Director  2015 
Randall Williams, MD  2015-Present 

 


