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Questions and Answers (list all questions and answers in numerical order)



1. Question:  What is the deadline for the application?
Answer:  Applications will be received by email only until 5:00 pm on December 31, 2020.
Electronic Word copies of the application are available by request.

2. Question:  If our School Health Center (SHC) is not officially credentialed as a School-Based Health Center (SBHC) are we eligible to apply for funding?
[bookmark: _Hlk493586467]   Answer:  Yes, credential status is considered unrelated to the RFA process.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk493586867]Question:  Do we submit year end data for FY 2019-2020 in Table One?
Answer:  Yes, if you have it.  If the sponsor does not have quantitative data available, they should estimate using enrollment data, past performance of other similar SHCs, as well as anticipated referrals. This data will provide the basis for contract data required if the SHC is awarded funding. 

4. Question:  Will we be notified when our application has been received?
Answer:  Yes. NC DPH/Children and Youth (C&Y) Branch will let the applicant know when their application has been received or they can contact Michael Taylor, School Health Center Consultant at 919-707-5613 or by email at Michael.Taylor@dhhs.nc.gov 

5. Question:  I find Table 2 confusing. Can you share an example of how it is supposed to look?
Answer:  See example below.









TABLE 2: Estimated Annual Income & In-Kind Support SFY 21-22
(Submit only ONE for the sponsoring agency for this application)


	
CATEGORY
	REQUESTED
FUNDING FROM THIS RFA #376
	OTHER INCOME  

	SOURCES 
OF OTHER INCOME
	 IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS

	SOURCES 
OF IN KIND CONTRIBUTIONS
	TOTAL ESTMATED RFA, OTHER INCOME AND IN-KIND SUPPORT

	Children and Youth Grant RFA
	$60,000
	
	
	
	
	$60,000

	Patient Revenue

	
	$54,225
	Third Party Billing/Self Pay
	
	
	$54,225

	Rent


	
	
	
	$15,913
	ABC County Public School System
	$15,913

	Federal Grant Allocation

	
	$7,000
	ABC Community Health Services
	
	
	$7,000

	County Funding

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Local 
Funding

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Foundation Funding


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other


	
	
	
	$3,284
	ABC Community Health Services
	$3,284

	TOTALS


	$60,000
	$61,225
	
	$19,197
	
	$140,422




6. Question:  On Table 3, Personnel and Scope of Services, if we have multiple centers can we put them all on one sheet or should we separate it out and put one center per sheet.  
Answer:  Table 3 has columns for up to 4 separate centers labeled “primary service site” and “school #1, 2, 3.” Up to 4 centers can be entered on that table. If there are more centers operated by the applicant sponsor, an additional sheet may be needed.

7. Question:  Do letters of support count towards the fifteen-page limit?
Answer:  No, they don’t. No more than fifteen (15) narrative pages will be accepted, not counting the Application Face Sheet, data tables, project budget and IRS Documentation.

8. Question: Is there a required or recommended number of support letters to be included with the application?
Answer:  No. It is recommended to provide enough to show support from your community.

9. Question:  Do we include the question within the narrative when filling out the RFA?  What’s the best format? Do the questions count towards the page limits?
Answer:  The best format will follow the outline of the RFA. You do not have to repeat the questions in the narrative, but the number and heading will be helpful to keep the document in order.  For example, “3.4 Partnerships and Community Involvement” followed by the applicant’s response answering all questions in narrative format.  See page 31 of the RFA. This will eliminate having to include the sometimes-lengthy questions in the page count.   

10. Question:  What is the total program budget?  
Answer:  The total funding available in this RFA is $1,377,664.  Funding will be awarded based on both funding availability and what is in the best interest of the State of North Carolina for the purpose of increasing medical access to children and adolescents through the School Health Center Program. Individual center funding will be determined by a review committee led by the Division of Public Health (DPH) that shall review the submitted proposals relative to the goals and outcomes that have been identified in this RFA, requested funding levels, detailed budgets, total projected income through billing, in kind support, program plan and collaboration planning (see Funding on page 5 of the RFA). 

11. Question:  What amount do we use for our program budget within the application?
Answer:  Budget for the money you hope to get from us—show this on the project budget. Use one spreadsheet for each SHC you are applying for. SHCs should think of these funds as supplemental.  Complete a program budget and a budget justification narrative that lists all expenses for the proposed project for the following budget period:  June 1, 2021 – May 31, 2022.  Applicants are required to use the Microsoft Excel Open Window Budget Worksheet for the application budget. This spreadsheet can be downloaded from the Children and Youth Branch website at:  https://publichealth.nc.gov/wch/index.htm  under “What’s New”.  (see Project Budget for SFY 21-22 on page 20 of the RFA).

12. Question:  What can the contract funds be used for?
Answer: “Funds may be used to support personnel (salaries and fringes), contractual services, supplies (office and medical), medical equipment, management and information systems, travel, and miscellaneous operating expenses such as telephone, postage and educational materials” (see Scope of Services on page 9 of the RFA).  

13. Question:  What is the length of the contract?
Answer:  The RFA is for three years; there will be a new contract executed on a yearly basis (see Scope of Services on page 9 of the RFA).  

14. Question:  Can you send out the RFA in a Word document so that we can access all the tables we need to complete?
Answer:  Yes.  If you need the RFA in a Word document, send an email message to Michael Taylor at:  Michael.Taylor@dhhs.nc.gov to request this.

15. Question:  What is the average award amount?  How many applicants will be funded?
Answer:  Funding is dependent upon availability of funds. Funding distribution has yet to be decided. Priority for funding shall be given to SHCs whose sponsor demonstrates evidence and substantive documentation that their community has a high need of health services for older children and adolescents, has the capability to provide comprehensive primary care and preventive health services on site and/or through referrals, has the capacity to contribute to the contract objectives as stated in this RFA, and has provided evidence of their likelihood of sustainability for the three year RFA timeline. The average award for the previous RFA was $44,440. 

16. Question:  Regarding the letters of commitment/support.  Do you have specific guidelines about these?  Such as: who they are addressed to, maximum length, letterhead, original signatures, etc.?  
Answer:  Detailed information regarding letters of commitment are found on page 33. Letters of commitment/support should be submitted via email as an attached PDF. 


17. Question:  Will there be technical assistance and support provided to those grantees awarded prior to the start date of June 1 and thereafter?  
Answer:  Yes. Michael Taylor is the School Health Center Consultant and will provide consultation as needed. He can be reached at Michael.Taylor@dhhs.nc.gov .  The School Health Unit is made up of a multi-disciplinary staff and will be able to provide the necessary consultation upon request.  

18. Question:  On the Application Face Sheet (page 25 of the RFA) question #15 asks - Projected Expenditures: Does applicant’s state and/or federal expenditures exceed $500,000 for applicant’s current fiscal year (excluding amount requested in #14) – does this question refer to the sponsoring agency as a whole (all its programs?) or is it just asking about the programs (SBHC) that you are requesting funding for?
Answer:  It refers to the sponsoring agency as a whole.

19. Question:  In regard to the budget it states that expenditures for medical equipment is allowable – are EpiPen’s, EKGs, Autoclave and Vaccine Storage Refrigerators, AEDs allowable purchases? Are there specific parameters in regard to what is or is not considered medical equipment (i.e. can disposable items be included?) or would disposable items go under the medical supplies category (i.e. EpiPen)? 
Answer:  Disposable supplies and equipment are eligible for purchase with state funds. Epi-pens would go under medical supplies category.

20. Question:  Is the cost for medical equipment considered cumulative for all the centers you are requesting funding for or is $2500.00 allowable per center you are requesting funding for?  
Answer:  $2,500.00 per item purchased.  Expenditures for equipment exceeding $2500 require prior approval from the Division of Public Health/Children & Youth Branch (see Scope of Services on page 9 of the RFA).

21. Question:
Is it was okay to submit the documents as a cover letter, the letters of support, and the signed letter of verification of 501 (C) (3) status as a PDF file?
Answer: Yes, it is ok to submit documents as a combination of word/pdf files. Only email submissions will be accepted. 

22. Question: Will we be able to apply for an additional funding site at the new HS without compromising funding for our current SBHCs at each middle school?
 	Answer: See Funding on page 5 of the RFA. You may apply for additional funding however funding may be limited to the amount available. The request for funding a new center will not jeopardize funding for new centers.

23. Question: Is there a requirement to send a letter or email of intent to apply?
 	Answer: No

24.	Question: Will we be prompted to submit documentation of an inservice or promotional activity related to bullying (page 12 of Application and Instructions)?
    Answer: Yes, see page 12, #10 of the RFA. A reminder will be provided.

23. Question: 	Do we submit each budget as a separate excel attachment?
Answer: Yes, please refer to question # 11

24. Question: 	Will we be prompted to submit documentation of an inservice or promotional activity related to bullying (page 12 of Application and Instructions)?
    	Answer: Yes, see page 12, #10 of the RFA. A reminder will be provided.

25. Question: Do Tables 1,2 and 3 count in the 5-page limit for the Program Plan section?
Answer: No, the tables do not count towards the page limit.

26. Question: 	If an audit is required to be submitted, will we be prompted to submit?
	Answer: Yes, if an audit is required to be submitted you will be notified. 

